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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Oath/Declaration 



The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is 
required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: It does not identify the citizenship 

of each inventor. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 7-13 are rejected for the following reasons. 

Claims 7, 10, and 12 recite the limitation first-mentioned transaction unit. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

The remaining claims are rejected for their dependency upon the rejected claims. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Coutts 
(6,311,165). 

Coutts discloses a transaction processing system and corresponding method 
comprising a plurality of transaction units and a controller having a processor and 
memory means storing run-time interpreted code units each associated with a 
respective transaction unit, the controller being operable to execute the code of each 
respective code unit and in response thereto to generate signals controlling the 
operation of the respective transaction units (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, lines 8-35; col.21, 
lines 50-63; col.27, line 25 to col.30, line 45; and fig.16-all); a native code unit operable 
to accept and process input signals for the purpose of validation of an item of money 
(col. 13, lines 1-43 and fig.5-all); transaction units are arranged to handle respective 
types of payment media (col.4, lines 8-35; col. 13, lines 1-43; and fig.5-all); each 
interpreted code unit is independently functional without regard to the presence of the 
other interpreted code units (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, lines 8-35; col.21, lines 50-63; 
col.27, line 25 to col.30, line 45; and fig.16-all); an API code unit containing routines 
which are accessible at run-time by each of the interpreted code modules (col.34, lines 
25-31 and col,51, lines 65-67); a memory means is a non-volatile semiconductor 
memory (col. 18, lines 55-62); a validation code unit operable to accept and process 
input signals for the purposes of validation of an item of money, a Java Virtual Machine, 
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and at least one Java application operable to perform controlling functions for a 
respective further transaction unit to which the first mentioned transaction unit is 
connected (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, lines 8-35; col. 13, lines 1-43; col.21, lines 50-63; 
col.27, line 25 to col.30, line 45; fig.5-all; and fig.16-all); the validation code unit 
comprises native code (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, lines 8-35; col.21, lines 50-63; col.27, 
line 25 to col.30, line 45; and fig.16-all); the validation code unit comprises compiled 
code (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, lines 8-35; col.21, lines 50-63; col.27, line 25 to col.30, 
line 45; and fig.16-all); a Java application operable to perform controlling functions for 
the first mentioned transaction unit (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, lines 8-35; col.21, lines 50- 
63; col.27, line 25 to col.30, line 45; and fig.16-all); the transaction unit is a coin 
validation mechanism (col.4, lines 8-35; col. 13, lines 1-43; and fig.5-all); at least one 
further transaction unit under the control of the microprocessor system in said first- 
mentioned transaction unit (col.4, lines 8-35; col. 13, lines 1-43; and fig.5-all); the 
transaction units are interconnected via a serial link (col.11, line 53 to col. 12, line 6); a 
plurality of transaction units and a controller having a processor and memory means 
storing executable code in respective code modules each associated with a respective 
one of the transaction units, the controller being coupled to the transaction units and 
arranged to receive and send signals from and to the transaction units, the controller 
being operable to execute the code in each respective code module, the code in that 
module being functional independently of the code in the other modules and performing 
processing operations in response to signals received from its respective transaction 
unit indicative of respective operations performed by that transaction unit, and the code 
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being further operable to cause the controller to generate controlling signals for sending 
to the respective transaction unit and capable of representing different functions to be 
performed by the transaction unit (col.4, lines 8-35; col. 13, lines 1-43; and fig.5-all); the 
memory means has executable code in a further code module, that executable code 
being responsive to credit-representing signals generated by the code in one or more 
modules, being operable to produce vending authorizing signals for use by the 
executable code in at least one other module (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, lines 8-35; 
col.13, lines 1^3; col.21, lines 50-63; col.27, line 25 to coi.30, line 45; fig.5-all; and 
fig.16-all); the executable code is run-time interpreted code (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, 
lines 8-35; col.21, lines 50-63; col.27, line 25 to col.30, line 45; and fig.16-all); the 
controller is housed in one of the transaction units (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, lines 8-35; 
col.21 , lines 50-63; col.27, line 25 to col.30, line 45; and fig.16-all); each code module is 
contained in a respective area of protected memory (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, lines 8-35; 
col.21 , lines 50-63; col.27, line 25 to col.30, line 45; and fig.16-all); the executable code 
is Java byte code (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, lines 8-35; col.21 , lines 50-63; col.27, line 25 
to col.30, line 45; and fig.16-all); the transaction units are interconnected via a serial link 
(col.11, line 53 to col. 12, line 6); the transaction units include one or more of a coin 
mechanism unit a banknote mechanism unit, a card reader unit, and a vending 
machine controller unit (col.13, lines 1-43 and fig.5-all); a controller unit including a 
processor operable to execute instructions in Java code, and at least one transaction 
unit including means for performing value transactions under the control of the 
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processor executing code uploaded from the transaction unit (col. 13, lines 1-43 and 
fig.5-all); the transaction system comprises a plurality of transaction units, and the 
controller unit is operable to execute code stored in respective code units each 
associated with a respective transaction unit (col. 13, lines 1-43 and fig.5-all); the code 
units are stored in respective protected memory areas (col. 13, lines 1-43 and fig.5-all); 
and a method of assembling a transaction system, the transaction system comprising a 
plurality of transaction units and a controller having a processor and memory means for 
storing executable code in respective code modules each associated with a respective 
one of the transaction units, the controller being coupled to the transaction units and 
arranged to receive and send signals from and to the transaction units, and the 
controller being operable to execute the code in each respective code module, each 
code module performing processing operations in response to signals received from the 
respective transaction unit indicative of respective operations performed by that 
transaction unit, and the code module being further operable to cause the controller to 
generate controlling signals for sending to the respective transaction unit and capable of 
representing different functions to be performed by the transaction unit; the method 
comprising separately loading the executable code for the respective code modules into 
the memory means of the controller (col.3, lines 10-62; col.4, lines 8-35; col.13, lines 1- 
43; col.21, lines 50-63; col.27, line 25 to col.30, line 45; fig.5-all; and fig.16-all). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M Hamilton whose telephone number is (703) 
306-5715. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (8:30-4:30). 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




LMH 




Mncent MILLIN 
PEJNISOHY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



